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The Poisonous Mushroom Handout
Directions: As you read through the Poisonous Mushroom, answer the following questions. 

The Poisonous Mushroom 

1. What does the mother tell Franz they must guard against? 



a. Which group of people is the mother referring to? 



2. According to the mother, can there ever be a “good” Jew? 



3. What does the mother claim a single Jew can do? 



4. Do all the Gentiles know about the “Jewish threat”? 



a. What does the mother say they need to do? 



5. According to the author, Jews are what in human form? 



6. How does this story help to establish Jewish stereotypes? 



How to Tell a Jew

7. When are the children happiest in Mr. Birkmann’s class? 



8. What does Little Karl tell us is the easiest way to recognize a Jew? 



9. What else does Karl tell us we can recognize a Jew by? 



10. What characteristics does Fritz Muller tell us all Jews have? 




11. According to Heinrich Schmidt, do all Jews share these characteristics? 



12. How does Richard Krause say you can tell a Jew from a non-Jew? 



13. How does this story help to establish Jewish stereotypes? 



How the Jews Came to Us

14. How did the children recognize the Jews in the story? 



15. What do they call the Jews? 



16. According to the children, how do the Jews blend in? 



17. How does this story help establish a “Jewish threat”? 



How a German Peasant was Driven from House and Farm 

18. What does little Paul want to do to the Jew? 



19. What does he say he will do to any Jew who comes into his house? 




20. What does the father tell Paul about Jews? 



21. Which stereotypes does this story help to support? 



Money is the God of the Jews
22. What does Liselotte say she would do if she were rich? 



23. According to the mother, do Jews care how they get their money? 




24. What does the mother compare the Jews to? 



25. What does the mother say Jews would do with their money? 




26. How does this help establish a “Jewish threat”? 
