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Industrial Revolution Reading

Directions: Answer the following questions as you read. 

The Industrial Revolution in Great Britain 
“Contributing Factors” 
1. What were the contributing factors to the industrial revolution? 
-

-

-

-

-


“Changes in Cotton Production” 
2. What was the “cottage industry”? 



3. How did the flying shuttle impact the cotton industry? 



4. How did the spinning jenny impact the cotton industry? 



5. Why were factories located near streams and rivers? 



6. How did the steam engine impact the cotton industry? 



“The Coal and Iron Industries” 
7. Why was coal important to the growth of industry? 



8. How did the British improve their iron industry? 




“Railroads” 
9. What were railroads primarily used for in industrial England? 



10. How did railroads impact the industrial revolution? 



“The New Factories” 
11. How did factory owners keep their machines running? 



12. How did early factory owners create a system of discipline for their workers? 


The Spread of Industrialization 
“Europe” 
13. How did governments encourage the development of industry? 



“North America” 

14. How did the United States change between 1800 and 1860? 



15. What did Robert Fulton do? 



16. How did Railroads impact the United States? 



17. How did women contribute to the Industrial Revolution in the United States? 


Social Impact in Europe 

“Growth of Population and Cities” 
18. What allowed the population to grow in Europe? 



19. How did the growth of cities impact living conditions? 

“The Industrial Middle Class” 

20. What is “industrial capitalism”? 



21. Who was the industrial middle class made up of? 



“The Industrial Working Class” 

22. What were the working conditions like for an industrial worker? 



23. Describe the working conditions in the coal mines. 




24. How did the Factory Act of 1833 change the workforce? 




“Early Socialism” 

25. What is socialism? 




26. How did early socialists want to change industry? 
