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Exploration and Expansion 

Directions: Answer the following questions as you read. 

Motives and Means 

1. Who were the major players in European exploration? 



2. What was the impact of Marco Polo’s The Travels? 



3. What was the root of the economic motives for European expansion? 



4. What was Hernan Cortes’s reason for exploring? 



5. What was the third motive for exploration? 



6. How did Monarchs play into the “exploration equation”? 



The Portuguese Trading Empire 

7. Why were the voyages of Bartholomeu Dias and Vasco da Gama significant? 



8. How did Portuguese fleets gain control of the spice trade? 



9. Why did Afonso de Albuquerque want control of Melaka? 




Voyages to the Americas 

10. Why did the Spanish sail West? 



11. Who was Christopher Columbus and why is he important? 



12. What was the problem the line of demarcation sought to solve? 



13. What was the solution? 




The Spanish Empire 

14. What were the secrets to Spanish Conquistadors’ success? 



15. How did the Spanish treat the Native Americans? 



16. How did Catholic missionaries help and hurt the Native Americans? 




Economic impact and competition

17. What were the Spanish settlers seeking in the ‘New World’? 



18. What types of crops did the colonists produce? 



19. How did the Dutch impact the Hudson River valley? 



20. Where did the French settle in the Americas? 




21. What is a colony? 




22. How does mercantilism work? 




23. How did governments encourage exports? 
