Excerpts from Martin Luther’s 95 Theses 

Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following propositions will be discussed at Wittenberg, under the presidency of the Reverend Father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and of Sacred Theology, and Lecturer in Ordinary on the same at that place. Wherefore he requests that those who are unable to be present and debate orally with us, may do so by letter.

In the Name our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, when He said Poenitentiam agite, willed that the whole life of believers should be repentance. 

5. The pope does not intend to remit, and cannot remit any penalties other than those which he has imposed either by his own authority or by that of the Canons.

6. The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring that it has been remitted by God and by assenting to God's remission; though, to be sure, he may grant remission in cases reserved to his judgment. If his right to grant remission in such cases were despised, the guilt would remain entirely unforgiven.

7. God remits guilt to no one whom He does not, at the same time, humble in all things and bring into subjection to His vicar, the priest.

8. The penitential canons are imposed only on the living, and, according to them, nothing should be imposed on the dying. 

21. Therefore those preachers of indulgences are in error, who say that by the pope's indulgences a man is freed from every penalty, and saved;
24. It must needs be, therefore, that the greater part of the people are deceived by that indiscriminate and high sounding promise of release from penalty.

28. It is certain that when the penny jingles into the money-box, gain and avarice can be increased, but the result of the intercession of the Church is in the power of God alone.

32. They will be condemned eternally, together with their teachers, who believe themselves sure of their salvation because they have letters of pardon.

43. Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to the needy does a better work than buying pardons;

62. The true treasure of the Church is the Most Holy Gospel of the glory and the grace of God.

68. Yet they [indulgences] are in truth the very smallest graces compared with the grace of God and the piety of the Cross.

79. To say that the cross, emblazoned with the papal arms, which is set up [by the preachers of indulgences], is of equal worth with the Cross of Christ, is blasphemy.

82. To wit: -- "Why does not the pope empty purgatory, for the sake of holy love and of the dire need of the souls that are there, if he redeems an infinite number of souls for the sake of miserable money with which to build a Church? The former reasons would be most just; the latter is most trivial."

86. Again: -- "Why does not the pope, whose wealth is to-day greater than the riches of the richest, build just this one church of St. Peter with his own money, rather than with the money of poor believers?" 

90. To repress these arguments and scruples of the laity by force alone, and not to resolve them by giving reasons, is to expose the Church and the pope to the ridicule of their enemies, and to make Christians unhappy.

94. Christians are to be exhorted that they be diligent in following Christ, their Head, through penalties, deaths, and hell;

95. And thus be confident of entering into heaven rather through many tribulations, than through the assurance of peace.
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Martin Luther’s 95 Theses 

Martin Luther’s 95 Theses were written to begin an intellectual debate concerning the topic of the sale of indulgences. Nailed to the door of the church, Luther’s ideas began an intellectual and theological discourse, which would ultimately culminate in the protestant reformation. Yet his questioning of the Church’s practices had further lasting impacts than merely one religious faction. In many ways Luther’s 95 Theses and the ensuing reformation laid the groundwork for other religious factions to develop, many of which are still present in our society today. 

Directions: In the table below, summarize the meanings of the different theses. Use a dictionary to help you with words you do not understand. 

	Thesis
	How does this thesis challenge the accepted practice of the Church? 

	1
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	21
	

	24
	

	28
	

	32
	

	43
	

	62
	

	68
	

	79
	

	82
	

	86
	

	90
	

	94
	

	95
	


Reflective Response (Use the space below) 

How does Martin Luther’s 95 Theses support the theme of ‘peeling apart the layers’ that we have developed in class? 
	

	

	

	

	


