The Peterloo Massacre

Lieutenant-Colonel George L’Estrange, The Magistrate Chronicle, 1819
The Magistrates, the Boroughreeves and Constables of Manchester and Salford, an immense body of Special Constables, and the various force of military and artillery were in motion for their appointed duties. The latter consisted of our own Yeomanry Cavalry, under Major Trafford; the Prince Regent's Cheshire Yeomanry were under Lieutenant-Colonel Townsend; the 15th Hussars from the Barracks, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dalrymple; a detachment of the 88th Foot, now stationed in the King Street Barracks, under Colonel McGregor; the Royal Horse Artillery, under Major Dyneley; and a detachment of the 31st Foot, under Lieutenant-Colonel L'Estrange, the able, intelligent, and active officer who commanded the whole and made all the necessary arrangements for the occasion.
At eight o'clock on 16th August, 1819, Lieutenant-Colonel George L'Estrange, wrote a report for Major General Sir John Byng, Commander of the Northern District, on what had taken place at St. Peter's Field that day. L'Estrange makes a mistake when he refers to Sykes. No one with that name was involved in organising the meeting. The fourth man named by the magistrates was James Moorhouse.

The magistrates assembled here in consequence of the disturbed state of the district, directed me to have the troops in readiness to assist the civil power in case of necessity, at the time of the meeting proposed for this day. The magistrates were in attendance near St. Peter's Church: and Mr. Trafford, a Justice of the Peace for the counties of Chester and Lancaster, was appointed to remain with the cavalry.

Early in the afternoon, the civil power finding it necessary that the troops should act in aid of them, it was deemed expedient that the cavalry should advance; and a warrant was executed, preceded by the civil authority under which two persons Hunt and Johnson, named therein were arrested; as were also two persons named Saxton and Sykes who were active, as I am told on the hustings. This service was performed with the assistance of the cavalry. 

The infantry was in readiness, but I was determined not to bring them into contact with the people, unless compelled to do so by urgent necessity; not a shot therefore has been fired by the populace against the troops. I have, however, great regret in stating that some of the unfortunate people who attended this meeting have suffered from sabre wounds, and many from the pressure of the crowd. One of the Manchester Yeomanry, if not dead, lies without hope of recovery; it is understood he was struck with a stone. One of the special constables has been killed.

The Manchester Yeomanry, under Major Trafford, and the Cheshire Yeomanry under Lieutenant-Colonel Townsend, who had come on a very short notice from the county magistrates (many of them from a great distance) were most active and efficient in discharge of their duty. The committee, now sitting, consider it necessary to keep all the troops ready, though every means will be adopted to prevent the necessity of their acting.

 Lieutenant Jolliffe was interviewed by George Pellew about the Peterloo Massacre. Jolliffe's account appeared in George Pellew's book Viscount Sidmouth in 1847. Jolliffe explained what happened after the meeting had been broken up.

Carriages were brought to convey the wounded to the Manchester Infirmary. For some time the town was patrolled by the troops, the streets being nearly empty, and the shops for the most part closed. We then returned to the barracks.
William Hulton describes his actions at the trial of Henry Hunt
We first assembled at the Star Inn, and then adjourned to Mr. Buxton's house, which overlooked St. Peter's Area. We assembled between ten and eleven o'clock. As Chairman of the bench of magistrates for the counties of Lancaster and Chester, much of my time was taken up in writing, but I frequently looked out of the window and saw large bodies of men approach. The first came by Mosley Street towards St. Peter's Square, with banners and music. The persons in command went up to the hustings and deposited their colours. They were regularly received with loud huzzahs. 

I observed the arrival of Hunt; he was in a carriage, in which I believe were also Johnson, Moorhouse and Carlile. I had a view over the whole of St. Peter's area; the number of persons assembled was estimated at 50,000; the meeting did undoubtedly inspire terror in the minds of the inhabitants. Many gentleman stated to me they were greatly alarmed, and looking to all the circumstances, my opinion was that the town was in great danger. Manchester was a large place and contained many workshops and warehouses. The magistrates in consequence of these proceedings deemed it necessary to issue a warrant for the apprehension of the supposed leaders, which was given to Nadin. He refused to serve the warrant without military aid. The reason Nadin gave was perfectly satisfactory. I then wrote two letters, one to the Commander of the Manchester Yeomanry, the other to Colonel L'Estrange. 

The cavalry waved their swords and advanced to the hustings. I should say it was something of a trot. The horses were fidgeting in consequence of the noise, and they were not in good order. I saw none of the cavalry galloping. The space which the cavalry made in their approach was immediately filled up by the people. I think the space was filled up for the purpose of closing them, and cutting them off. The impression made on my mind at the time was, that the people closed in order to injure the Yeomanry. 

When the Yeomanry advanced to the hustings I saw bricks and stones flying. I wish to convey to the jury those stones and bricks were thrown in defiance of the military. I saw them attacked, and under that impression I desired Colonel L'Estrange to advance. On my saying to Colonel L'Estrange 'Good God, Sir, they are attacking the Yeomanry - disperse the crowd', he advanced, and the dispersion of the crowd took place. Many of the people did not fly when the first body of the cavalry rode amongst them. The moment Colonel L'Estrange advanced with his squadron, the general flight took place.
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Questions for Military Sources
Directions: Answer the following questions based on the sources you just read. These questions are your admission ticket to the second part of this assignment. After you finish you will be teaming up with your fellow historians to determine what ‘really happened’. In a group of three you will write a ¾-1 page narrative of the events of the Peterloo Massacre. Everybody must turn in their own copy of the work and the narrative should contain elements from ALL of the different perspectives your group has read. 
Define:

 Constable - 


Magistrate – 


George L’Estrange

1. What role did Lieutenant-Colonel L’Estrange play in the Peterloo Massacres? 



2. Why were there troops present in the first place? 



3. Who is the Civil Power? 



4. Why did the cavalry advance? 



a. What happened to the people when the cavalry advanced? 



5. How many of the military died? 



6. After the fight, did the troops remain active? 



7. What happened after the Peterloo Massacre? 





William Hulton

8. Who is William Hulton? 

9. How were the leaders of the demonstration greeted by the crowd? 



10. How many people were at the demonstration? 



11. What did Hulton think of the situation? 



12. Why do you think Nadin wouldn’t arrest the leaders without the help of the army? 



13. How does Hulton describe the advancement of the cavalry? 



a. Why does he say the people closed the gap after the horses passed? 



14. Why does Hulton have L’Estrange disperse the crowd? 



a. According to Hulton, whose fault would the Peterloo Massacre be? 




