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The Medici: Godfathers of the Renaissance

Directions: Go to http://www.pbs.org/empires/medici/medici/ruthless.html and read about the Medici family. Answer the following questions as you go. 

Ruthless Ambition 

1. How did the Medici make their way to the top? 



2. What does amici degli amici refer to? 



3. How far did Medici power extend? 



God’s Bankers 

4. Who did the Medici go into business with? 



5. What happened if you couldn’t pay? 



6. How did Papal connections help the Medici bank? 



7. THINK: Why might a “franchise system” be beneficial for the Medici bank? 




Losing Face 

8. What did Filelfo say about Cosimo de Medici? 



9. How did this impact the Medici family? 



10. What happened to Filelfo? 



Private Lives 

11. What happened to Cosimo il Vecchio’s son Carlo? 



12. What happened to Giulio de’Medici? 



13. Why was Allessandro important? 



14. What was the ‘golden boy’ supposed to symbolize? 



a. What actually happened to him? 



The Other Families

15. Why did people turn away from the Albizzi? 



16. What ended up happening to the Albizzi family? 



17. How did the Pazzi connect themselves with the Medici family? 



18. What happened to the Pazzi family? 



19. What has the Borgia name become synonymous with? 



20. Describe Cesare’s behavior. 


Medieval Murder

21. How did the Pazzi family try to kill Giuliano and Lorenzo de’Medici? 



22. How were the bodies of the Pazzi family treated? 



23. How was Savonarola executed? 



24. What happened to the Cardinals who tried to kill Leo X? 



25. How did Isabella de’Medici die? 
